
TOWN COUNCIL

June 15, 2016

TO: Ron Van Winkle, Town Manager

FROM: Essie S. Labrot, Town Clerk/Council Clerk S

The Town Council at its meeting held on June 14, 2016 set for public hearing on July 26, 2016 at 6:25 P.M.
in the Legislative Chamber and referred to Town Plan and Zoning and Capitol Region Council of
Governments the following Ordinance extending the Moratorium on the approval of Ground-Mounted and
Pole-Mounted Solar Energy Systems in Residential Zones.

WHEREAS the Town Council of West Hartford adopted an ordinance on October 28, 2014 which permits
the installation of certain alternative energy systems within the Town; and

WHEREAS ground-mounted and pole-mounted solar energy systems are permitted as accessory uses in
residential zones pursuant to said ordinance, subject to certain limitations; and

WHEREAS concerns have been raised about whether the limitations contained in said ordinance are
sufficient to protect neighboring property owners; and

WHEREAS the Town Council adopted a six-month moratorium on the approval of ground-mounted and
pole-mounted solar energy systems on January 26, 2016; and

WHEREAS the administration wishes to propose further restrictions on ground-mounted and pole-mounted
solar energy systems to properly balance the interests of all property owners within the Town; and

WHEREAS the Town Council’s meeting schedule during the months of July and August precludes the
adoption of further restrictions before the expiration of the current moratorium period

NOW THEREFORE BE if ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCL OF WEST HARTFORD that
subsection 1 77-37.3E of the West Hartford Code of Ordinances is hereby repealed and the following is
substituted in lieu thereof:

E. Moratorium:

Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the installation of round-mounted or pole mounted solar
energy systems shall not be a permitted use in any residential zone until the Town Council, acting as the
Town’s zoning authority, adopts revisions to the zoning ordinances regulating such systems or [for six (6)
months following the effective date of this ordinance) until October 31, 2016, whichever is sooner.

cc: Joseph O’Brien, Corporation Counsel
Mark McGovern, Director of Community Services
Todd Dumais, Town Planner
Kevin Ahen, Chairman Town Plan and Zoning Commission
Lynne Pike DiSanto, Capitol Region Council of Governments
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